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On Test Richter Dragon S7SE  Floorstanding speakers

Richter Dragon S7SE 

Richter is celebrating its 40th 
anniversary this year, a feat that 
founder Ralph Waters perhaps 
never thought imaginable when 
he launched the company in 

1986. He established the company with 
three pairs of home-made speakers ready 
to sell, but was often shown the door when 
attempting to sell them to Australian hi-fi 
retailers at the time, with many stores then 
preferring to focus on English, Japanese 
and American brands.

Fortunately, Waters was undeterred 
and eventually found favour with Australian 
audiences following a favourable review 
in The Sydney Morning Herald. Since then 
Richter has gone from strength to strength 
in its four decades, thanks in no small part 
to designer Dr. Martin Gosnell, who joined 
the brand in 1998 and has been ‘keeper 
of the Richter sound’ ever since,  wrking 
closely with current owner and CEO Brian 
Rodgers, who has run Richter since 2012. .

Wanting to keep the momentum going 
to commemorate its ruby milestone, 
Richter has just launched the Series 7 
Special Edition range of speakers, a new 
series which sees the Wizard, Dragon and 
Excalibur floorstanders being given the 
S7SE treatment, along with the Aurora 
bookshelves. It’s particularly exciting to 
see the return of the Dragon, and given its 
longstanding reputation, I was keen to hear 
its story and get a pair up and playing.

This new Series was conceived “to 
bridge aesthetic sophistication and 
acoustic performance”, says Brian Rodgers.

“Our brief was clear — to design a 
speaker you’re as proud to look at as 
you are to listen to. Speakers that feel at 
home in today’s modern living spaces, yet 
deliver the power, precision, and emotional 
engagement Richter is known for.”

So I’ve spent some time with the 
$7999-a-pair Dragon S7SE to find out if 
that brief has been met.

EQUIPMENT
There are several notable updates to the 
Dragon S7SE, both visual and functional, 
over previous Series 6 models and 
certainly since the last Dragon, 
which was in Richter’s Series 
V, in production from 2010 to 
2015. The most obvious change 
is the move to newly-curved 
dual-chamber vented bass 
reflex enclosures, with real 
Natural Walnut veneers and 
matching anthracite-grey 
baffles. The curved design, in 
addition to making them room-
friendly and allowing improved 
internal bracing, intends to help 
reduce unwanted resonances. 
Each pair of Dragon S7SE 
comes supplied with optional 
mottled-grey cloth grilles. 

Keen-eyed readers will 
notice that perhaps the biggest 
change for this updated 
model is a new ‘SE Teardrop 
tweeter/mid-dome module’. 
This high-frequency module 
houses a 25mm high-output 
neodymium-backed tweeter 
and a new 70mm soft-dome 
midrange. This new module 
is fitted to all S7SE models, 
being vertically mounted 
in the floorstanders and 
mounted sideways in the 
Aurora standmount. The 
teardrop shape isn’t just for 
aesthetic purposes. The 

shape minimises sharp baffle edges around 
the tweeter, which helps to cut down on 
diffraction that can cause high-frequency 
ripples and uneven response. The result 
should be smoother on- and off-axis treble 
and a wider sweet spot.  

In the Dragon and Excalibur, Richter 
has employed a D’Appolito MTM-style 
array, with the SE Teardrop being flanked 
by two 165mm mid-bass drivers. These 
mid-bass units are also new and improved, 
arriving with ultra-rigid, lightweight cones 
in precision-engineered cast alloy baskets. 

The D’Appolito configuration 
creates a symmetrical “wall of 
sound” that should disperse 
widely into the room while 
retaining the precision of the 
double domes. The final driver 
for the new Dragon is a 165mm 
high-excursion composite 
paper cone bass unit, that also 
gains a larger voice coil over the 
version used in the Series 6. 

Richter says this 
combination of drivers “creates 
stunning clarity, depth, and 
cinematic low-end impact”. 

Further improvements 
include a newly developed 
4-way, bi-wire-ready crossover 
network, with dedicated circuits 
feeding specific driver groups: 
one for the SE tweeter and  
mid-dome, one for the twin 
6.5-inch mid-bass drivers, and 
a bass-shelf extension circuit (a 
dual-chamber tuning system) 
for the bass driver. 

On the rear of the 1091mm 
cabinets are two bass reflex 
ports of differing depths. The 
top one is 15cm long while the 
one at the bottom is 24cm. 
Both are just under 7.5cm 

wide and both are shiny, 
black plastic extrusions 
that flare at the exits. If you 

Floorstanding speakers

• Incredible scale and dynamics
• Superb build quality
• Forgiving placement options

• Need careful amp pairing $7,999

Dynamic shifts landed 
spot-on, delivering 
a lively, rhythmic 
presentation that filled 
the room.
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prefer the sound of fully sealed enclosures, 
Richter supplies two foam bungs for each, 
which can be used to block the ports and 
convert the naturally vented enclosure to 
a sealed one. All four foam bungs measure 
7cm x 7cm, so you needn’t worry about 
wondering if a specific bung should be used 
for the deeper reflex port!

If you’re perusing the dimensions of the 
Dragon S7SE, wondering if you can fit them 
in your home, you’ll be pleased to know the 
1091mm quoted height of the Dragon S7SE 
cabinet is correct, as is the 419mm quoted 
depth — including speaker terminals and 
with magnetic grilles attached. With regard 
to the width and the 285mm quoted figure, 
this refers to the total width including the 
stabilising feet. The cabinets themselves 
measure 230mm at their widest point, and 
taper elegantly down to 140mm at the rear.   

A newly designed set of terminal plates 
complete the look, including high-quality 

nickel-plated binding posts, which accept 
bare wire, pin or spade connectors and 
banana plugs. 

As far as numbers go, Richter claims 
an in-room frequency response of 25Hz-
30kHz (-6dB), a sensitivity rating of 90dB 
(2.83V/1m), and a nominal impedance of 4 
ohms (minimum 3.5 ohms). On paper then, 
they have all the makings of a relatively 
power-hungry floorstander, and one that’s 
capable of delivering powerful low-end 
extension. As such, they do demand 
stable, high-current amplification to unlock 
their full potential, which is why Richter 
recommends pairing the Dragon S7SEs 
with 100-300W RMS amps rated for 4-ohm 
loads — something from the likes of Plinius 
or Bryston would be good examples — to 
drive the five drivers and dual-chamber 
bass reflex without strain. My testing used 
the relatively modestly specced Marantz 
Model 50n (~100W/4 ohm) and this still 
yielded impressive results, so those with 
lesser amps can still enjoy the Dragon (and 
think about upgrading their power later).

Overall build quality is top tier, and with 
each speaker coming in at 29.1kg on the 
scales, they feel utterly solid. I 
was able to get them set 
up myself, but only 
because I didn’t 
have a second 
pair of hands 
available; I would 
encourage you 
to seek out 
some help to 
ensure set-up 
goes smoothly. 
Each pair of 
Dragons comes 
with carpet spikes 
and discs for hard floors. 

Given the level of 
craftsmanship combined with 
the fact mid domes are more expensive 
to engineer than an equivalent mid-range 
cone, Richter has done well to keep the 
price of the Dragon S7SE at $7,999 RRP; 
there’s remarkable value here. 

LISTENING SESSIONS
For testing, I paired the Dragon S7SEs with 
a Marantz Model 50n integrated amplifier 
Considering its ~100W into 4 ohms falls at 
the low end of Richter’s 100-300W high-
current recommendation, yet the Dragons 

neverthelss delivered impressive scale, 
control and musicality.

First up was Lady Gaga’s smash hit 
‘Abracadabra’. This upbeat techno anthem 
immediately allowed the Dragon S7SE 
to showcase their low-end credentials 
— tight, controlled, and impactful from 
the opening beat. Dynamic shifts landed 
spot-on, delivering a lively, rhythmic 
presentation that filled the room. The 
SE Teardrop module excelled, projecting 
Gaga’s vocals wide across the soundstage 
while slicing cleanly through the bassline.

With speakers 30cm from the rear wall, 
I experimented with bottom-port foam 
bungs. To my ears, this made vocals shine 
brighter and drum hits feel more solid — 
subtle but meaningful refinement. Either 
configuration impressed, but I loved the 
easy tunability.

As you’ll learn from my Microphase 
Audio Design Tower 3 Signature review on 
page 16 of this issue, ‘Ride’, the latest single 
from singer-songwriter Jessie Ware, is 
one of my favourite tracks of the moment. 
I’ve been a fan of Jessie’s ever since her 

debut album Devotion dropped in 2012; 
I was back living in the UK 

at the time and, thanks 
to a connection I’d 

made while working 
at What Hi-Fi?, 

attended an 
awards show 
where she was 
a guest. I’m 
never normally 
someone 

to hound a 
celebrity for 

a picture, but I 
couldn’t resist asking 

her — I still look back 
on that photo from time to 

time and grimace at how nervous 
and awkward I look!

‘Ride ’is easily one of her finest releases 
in my opinion, and played via the Richter 
Dragons I loved how well each frequency 
channel was separated while still delivering 
a composed and coherent performance 
overall. Her soft, sultry vocal benefited 
once again from the SE Teardrop module, 
floating high up in the mix with ethereal 
presence and pinpoint imaging. This time 
around I left the foam inserts out of the  
rear ports, as the extra low-end output 

The Richter Dragon 
S7SE are, in every 
conceivable way, a 
stellar set of speakers. 
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afforded by this configuration gave the 
track some irresistible toe-tapping drive 
and rhythmic propulsion.

Wanting to give the Dragons a proper 
workout, I loaded up a stream of Björk’s 
‘Bachelorette’ from her 1997 album 
Homogenic. This track is a serious test for 
any set of speakers, surging from delicate 
rising classical strings to passages of 
thumping, pounding verse motifs. It’s a 
genuine sonic onslaught, comprising  
dense orchestration, eccentric rhythms, 
and vocal acrobatics.

It was at this moment I knew I was in 
the presence of a remarkably talented 
pair of speakers, as the Richter Dragon 
S7SEs never once baulked at the task 
of pushing this organised chaos into the 
listening room. They made sense of all the 
layers with absolute authority, keeping 

harp twinkles crystal clear thanks to the 
SE Teardrop tweeter, while the mid-dome 
ensured that Björk’s shape-shifting vocals 
— everything from from throaty sweeps to 
sibilant whispers — remained fully textured 
and planted dead centre. The pounding 
percussion was delivered with control and 
impact — all while maintaining a vast, three-
dimensional soundstage. Even with ports 
open and walls close, bass stayed articulate 
without ever masking the mids.

CONCLUSION
The Richter Dragon S7SEs are, in every 
conceivable way, a stellar set of speakers. 
From the looks and build quality through 
to the way they’re able to dig deep and 
unearth serious detail in songs, while also 
delivering scale and presence, they are 
nothing short of outstanding — so much so 

that were my own room just slightly larger, 
I’d be writing my name on an order sheet 
without hesitation.   Max Langridge

SPECS & CONTACT
RRP: $7,999
Warranty: Five years
Type: Four-way bass reflex floorstanding 
Frequency Response: 25Hz-30KHz 
(-6dB) 
Sensitivity: 90dB (2.83Vrms, 1m on Axis)
Nominal Impedance: 4 ohms 
Minimum Impedance: 3.5 ohms
Dimensions (HWD): 1091 x 285 x 419mm
Weight: 29.1kg (per speaker)

Contact: Richter Audio Pty Ltd
T: (02) 9999 3176
E: info@richter.com.au
W: www.richter.com.au
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